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For MONDAY, April 7, 1788. 





Abfiratt of Mr. Gilbert’s Bill, lately prefented to the Houfé 
of Commons, for the better Relief and Employment of 
the Poor. 


as reciting, that notwithftanding the great increafe of 
the poor rates, many fick and impotent poor are reduced 
to great neceffities and diftrefles; that thofe who are healthy 
and able to work are not properly employed; and that the 
oniting and incorporating parifhes for the purpofes of main~ 
taining and employing their poor under proper management, 
has been found by experience to anfwer many good purpofes 
for the benefit of the poor, and-alfo to réduce the poor rates. 

The bill, therefore, enaéts, that at the next Michaelmas 
quarter feflions the jultices fhall adjourn to fuch time and place 
within 14 days, as the Jord lieutenant of the courity thall ap- 
point; or, in default thereof, as the chairman hhall direct. 

At which adjourned {feflions the lofd lieutenant and juftices 
prefent fhall nominate feven perfons, who fhall confent thereto, 
to at as commiffioners for dividing the county into diftricts, 
and preicribes an oath for the commiffioners to take. 

It direéts that they fha!l choofe a chaitman, who is to ape 
point their firft, and prefide at all their meetings; and if they 
fhall at any time be equally divided, he thall give a fecond vote. 

That they fhali appoint a clerk and two agents to aflift them 
in the execution of this act, 

Vou, XI. 274, ' 2 R Ad 
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And all conftables and overfeers are required, on notice, to 
attend the commiffioners, and deliver on oath, all books, wri- 
tings, and papers, relative tothe poor. And the overseers -are 
té pive the tomimiMoners a defcription of their feveral patifhes, 
and all other neceflary information; and the conftable and 
overfeer, on refufal to comply with thefe directions, are to 
forfeit 51. ’ 

The commiffioners are not to unite more than thirteen, nor 
Jefs than three parifkes in any diftri&t (exclufive of thofe in Lon- 
doa, Weftminfter, the ‘bills of mortality, or other cities, and 
gféat and populous eet. uit 

Each diftri€t to contain fo many parifhes, townfhips, and 
places, as fhall appear to the commiffioners beft calculated for 
carrying the purpoles of this act into execution, having regard 
in each toa r fitpatign for placing a honfe of induftry for 
the whole died whete it will be fikely to be molt convenient 
for the health of thofe who are to inhabit it, and for the attend-. 
ance of a fufficient number of gentlemen who may fuperintend 
the fame. 

The commifioners -are'to fet it down in writing, piving ita 
defeription, and the names of the parithes, towathips, and 
places, which it contain’. 

If any parith, &c. extend into feveral counties, &c, the whole 
to be taken into the diftrict where the church ef- {uch parith, or 
the greateft partof the land in fach townthip or, place li¢s, and 
Be confideréd, for all the purpofes of this att, .as part of fuck 
County, &c. 

“And where parts of counties, &c. are iatermixed, they may, 
with Confent of the commifioners for. bath, be included in the 
diftri&k neareft adjacent, &c, and where’ parts of parifhes, &c, 
dré‘ divided’ from each other, they are likewile to be included in 
the difttiad neareft adjacent. 

“Not to extend to any, hundred, &c. whofe poor are regulated, 
onde the dircdlions of any f{pecial act of parliament, without 
éonifént of a majority of the governors for fuch’ hundred, &c. 

Within the citics of London and Weltminfter, bills of mar- 
tality, ahd cther cities, and great and populogs towns, the com- 
miflioners may declare any One, two, three, or. four parishes, &c. 
to be a diftrict for the purpofes of the act. 

The commiffioners, having regard to theextent and fituation, 
the wealth and number of inhabitants, and the amount of the 
poor ratés in each diltriét, fhall direct what number of perfons, 
hot more than 40, nor lefs than 20, are to conititute a com- 
Mhittée for that diftrit: and ‘the qualification of eftate, real or 
pesfonal, which fhall be required or each perfon to qualify him 
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to ele&t; ot bé elefted a committée-mgn for fuch diftti, agd 
what number fhall make a quorum, and, what falary fall, be 
paid to the diftri& agent. oe a liiclal ithe 

And two or more juttices atting for, the county, Sc. are by 
Writing, apon the requifition aftermentioned, to, appoint 4 tine 
and place for the firtt Ballot for thé choice of the commitcce, 
and .cavfe thé fame to be notified to the high ¢onftables, who,are, 
within ten days, to ¢aufe notice theréof to be given’ on the charch- 
or chapel door, &¢. —_ 

The ¢ommifionérs aré to make 4 report, itt writing of what 
they have done, to the juftites. of the peace for the feveral coun- 
ties, &¢. and deliver i¢ to the clérk of the peace, who is to 
cavfe it to be printed as foon as pofble, and a copy fent to every 
ating jalti¢e, atid alfo to every high conftable, who are.to coms 
mipnicate it to the overfeers; and thé clerk. of the eace ig to 
déliver it to the cliairman of thé next quarter fefions, to be 
enrolled amongft the records. there, 

The juftices at the next quarter feffions, after the report.is 
made, are to order their tréafurer to pay the commifioners fuch 
money for their reafonable éxpences.as they Miall haye 4oza fide 
expended, to be afcertainéd’ on oath, if required; and. alfo 
fath' fame to'thé clerks of the peate, and other clerks, agents, 
ad‘ péerfonis employed ia the bufinefs of the at, for-theintrou- 
ble and expences in the execution of it, as. the. commiffouers 
fiiall' certify, add the juftices fhall think reaJonable, and_he is.ta 
Be allowed the fame in his account, _ 

Whenever there fhall appear a difpofition in perfons of pro- 
perty in any. diftri& to adopt the provifions of this agt, two 
Or more'juftites a€ting therein are regaired,: on requifition of 
five perfons within the diffrict qualified 10,be committee-men, 
tocall‘a miteting of the perfons fo qualified, at fuch time and 
place as‘the juftices fliall appoint. Atwhich meeting, one of 
thofe juftices, if prefént, thall prefide as. chaitman ;, if not, 
fuch other perfon, wiiom the perfons fo qu aified thal] nominate, 
to'be chairman ; who fhall take the fenfeof the meeting, whether 
We provifions of the act Mall, or thall nos be adopted within 
fuch diftrift; and’if' two-thirds of the perfons fo qualified ap. 
pear for it, the chairman fiall certify. it-ta the jaltices at their 
next quarter felons, wliere it isto be entered an. record, after 
which the diftri is declared to be incorporated, andthe ieveral 
provifions “of the act are to be enforced within. it, and two juf- 
tices ate to appoint the time and place. for the firlt ballot, 

The juftices who are to appoint the ballot are to caufe the 
fame to be notified to the high conftables and overfeers ten days 

before the ballot; and the high conftables are, in four days 
zR2 after 
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after fuch notification, to caufe notice thereof to be fixed on the 
church or chapel doors, &c. 

The overfeers, fix days before the ballot, are to tranfmit to 
every high conftable ating for fuch diftri&, a lift of the names 
and places of abode of the perfons within their refpective pa- 
rithes, &c. qualified to the .beft of their knowledge to be com- 
mittee-men, according to the commiflioners report, 

And the high conftables are to enter it in a book to be kept 
for that purpofe, in alphabetical order, and to thew the book ta 
any perfon qualified to vote, and deliver a copy, if required, 
on being paid 2d. for every 20 names. 

And the overfeers are to fix the lifton the church or chapel 
door, &c. fix days at leaft before the ballot; and at the time 
fixed all perfors prefent, who are qualified to elect, are by ma- 
jority of voices to chufe a chairman, and nominate feven per- 
fons then prefent, duly qualified, and confenting thereto, to be 
committee-men. 

And thofe feven perfons are forthwith to name from the faid 
lifts as many more perfons duly qualified, and confenting to ac- 
cept the faid office, as will make up the number required for 
foch diftri€t. And if the feven perfons difagree in their nqmi- 
nation, the chairman is to appoint a time and place, within ten 
days, where thefe feven perfons fhall chufe by ballot the re- 
mainder of the committee for fuch diftri&. 

And the chairman is to declare what perfons are chofen on 
the committee, and to appoint a time and place for their meet« 
ing to carry the ac into execution, and caufe notice thereof to 
be given to the perfons fo elegted. 

If any committee-man dies or become difqualified, the com- 
mittee are to nominate another in his place. 

Oath prefcribed to be taken by the committee-men at their 
firft meeting, when they are to elect a chairman, who is to have 
a fecond vote upon an equality of numbers. 

As fuon as the majority of diflris in any county fhall have 
adopted the provifions of the act, it is to be eftablithed, and all 
the rules, orders, regulations, and provifions, extended to and 
confismed within every other diftrift within that county, 

And the clerks of the peace of every county in that cafe are 
to notify the fame to the juftices within every diftri€t which fhall 
not then have adopted the provifions of the act, which juftices 
are required to iflue their warrants to the high conftables, re- 
quiring them to notity it to the overieers of the poor within 
«- ery fuch diflri@, and to caufe every neceflary meature for pro- 
curing ballot of commitice. men and overieers within every fuch 

diitriét, 
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diftri,. for carrying the purpofes of this act {peedily, into exee 
cution within every fuch county, &c. 

The diftri&t committee are, by ballot, to chafe a diftri& 
agent, who is to refide within, or as near as conveniently may be, 
to the houfe of induftry, and they are to take a bond with furee 
ties for the proper difcharge of his duty. 

The committee are to meet ona certain day in every week, to 
regulate the houfe of induftry, and fuperintend the officers, &<. 
and likewife the lat Tuefday in every month; and they are to 
adjourn their meetings from time to time, as they thall thiok 
proper, and as the bufinefs of the diftri€t requires; and fhall fix 
amongit themfelves a rota for their attendances in fuch a maa- 
ner that not lefs than three fhall attend each of the weekly 
meetings, and not lefs than feven the monthly meetings. , 

The diftrit agent is to give notice to‘each committee-man 
who is fo to attend, and he is for every default in his attendance, 
unlefs prevented by ficknefs or unavoidable accident, to fore 
feit 51.—This is not to reftrain any other committec-man from 
attending. 

Every diftri& committee is to be a body corporate, to have a 
feal, and to doall legal a¢ts appertaining to bodies politic. 

. Every re€tor, vicar, and curate, is capable of being elected on 
the committee, although he may oot have the qualification of 
eftate mentioned in the act, 

Every diftri€t committee is to continue in office ’till Michael- 
mas following, and no longer; and at their laft meeting before 
that time, they are to choofe by agreement, or ballot, what aum~- 
ber, and which of them, not being more than half nor lefs than 
one third, will att for next year, and’they are declared to be 
committee-men till the following Michaelmas ; and at a fatare 
day, to be appointed by the chairman, fo many more committee- 
men are to be chofen by hallot from the liits of perfons quali- 
fied, as will make up the number required for that diltri&; and 
in like manner a new committee is to be elected every fubfe- 
queat year. 

The overfeers, after the firt committee has been clefted, are 
in the month of Auguft in every year to return to the high con- 
ftables a lilt of all the perfons qualified for committee-men 
within the diftrict ; and the high conftable is immediately to re- 
port the fame to the clerk of the peace, to be enrolled by the 
Juitices at cheir Michaelmas quarter teflions. 

Within one month after cieCling the committee, on a day to 
be appointed by the diltrift agent, after due notice, the over- 
feers and occupiers of lands of the yearly value of 15]. refideat 


within the diitrict, are in veltry to elect a chairman, and afters 
wards 
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wards to e& and nominate by ballot three perfons fit to be 
overfeers, and fix a reafonable falary: for the officer ; and the 
chairman is to report the fame to the conmmittee, whio are to ap- 
point ene of them to be overfeer, who is to continue fo long #3 
be fhall be approved by the comimittee, who aré to eaufe fuffi- 
cient fecurity to be given for the performance of his daty ; and 
eport vacancies in the office, others are to be elééted and ap. 
pornted in the fame manner. 

The committee of. each diftri&, in cafe any parifh, Sc: Malt 
be fo large as to require more than one overfeer, or im cafe two 
or mort parithes, &c. thall.be fo fmall 43-not to meéd each of 
them an overfeer, may sppoint one overiter to att for two oF 
more parifhes, or two or three to act for one parih, &c. at their 
difcretion. 

After appointment of the new overfeers, the former over- 
feers are to. ceafe, and deliver ap their accounts, books, &c. to 
the new ones, 

When overfeers are invefted: witlr powers relative to elections 
of members of Parliament, and corporate officers in cities and 
towns Corporate, they are,.infoch places, to continue to be noe 
minated as heretofore accaftomed. 

The overifeers, aker their appointment, are to make enquiry 
iio the fate and condition of the workhonfes, and of the poor 
within their refpective parifhes; and’ as foom as conveniently 
ntay be, make report thercot tw the diftri€t agent, flating the 
eisgum fences anc fituation of every poor perion who receives, 
er i¢ in need of parith relief, with the further particulars: ftated 
im the a& 5 and they are to:obey all fuch orders as'they fhrall re+ 
ecive from the committee er diltsitt agent, for the better relief 
of the poor, an¢ making and: colie¢ting the affeffments within 
their reipective parithes, 


(To be continued. J 





To the PRINTE R 
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7 FISTORIES. of men who have ftroggled with and tri- 

umphed over great adverfnies, maft‘ever be interefting 

wo the human mings While they gratify to-a high degree the 

pefion of curicfity, fo predominant im every individual 5 they 

jesve alfo ta fhow how: much ‘may be effectuated: by a firnr and’ 

patient perfeverance. In chis jalt confideraion ae _ 
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Ieffons OF real ofe, and thus anfwer the two-fold end of amufe- 
ment and infruGion. 

Under thefe:expectatians, I-fend you fome account of the life 
of Baron Trenk, an officer in the Imperial fervice, aow living 
at this place. His adventures, written by: hinifelf in-z. volames, 
bear fuch-a romantic afpect, that they have more the appearance 
of fi@ion than of reality. You would at firk beiaclinédto 
rank them {4s indeed he himfelf is awvave) with phafeof Don 
Quixote, Robiefon Crufoe, or his own countryman: the Baron 
Munchaofen, Whatever embelethments, however, are fulpe&ed 
in the recital of particular occurrences, it is admitted by all, 
that the general outhnes of the narrative are true. Indeed mot 
of the leading fa&ts are of fuch.a notorious nature, that they 
cannot be mifreprefented without being dete&ed. by witnelfes 
yet-alive. The aathenticity of the groundwork beiag thus con-- 
temed, we cao readily make allowances for fame faacy-coloar- 
ing (thould there be any) io the faihing the whole ; efpecially’ 
when we reflect that the-flory has: been drawn out in the Goth 
year.of the author's life; an. age at which the memory cannct 
always retrace with nice circumftaatial exaétisude, tho events 
which have happened in our earlicr days, 

In. the account which I. thall lay. before your readers, I-have 
only attended to the principal point of his hiftory, withoat at- 
temptiog to follow him througaout.all his collaterat details ; 
which are. {9 nemerous, as to antercupt confiderably the great 
thread of the narration, aod to give the whole.work 4 very 
istegular form. To. this fault may.be added that of a-acgli- 
geace of dates, fo meceffary in all biitarical eompofiiions. 

B it I am Sir, Yours, &c, 


LITERATOR, 





Some. Account of the Life.of Baron Trenk, extra&ed from 
the German Memoirs, written. by. bimfelf. 


BARON FREDERICK. TRENK was born.of honourable 
parentsinthe year 1726. *Till the 43th year of his. age-he.was 
privately educated athis father’s houfe, iis ready capacity, 
aod lively turn of mind, drew upon him the admiration and 
affection of his parents, who, in confequence, allowed-bim great 
indulgencies ; whereby. he acquired very early, a high degrec of 
forwardnefs and. felf-fufficiency, which afterwards goew ap into 


a {pirit of prefamption and relijtance 5. two. qualiuigs —_ he 
allows 
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allows to have been the fources of many of thofe difficulties and 
misfortunes that are related in the hiftory of his life. 

. By. the time that he was 13, he had made fo much progrefs 
in his ftadies, that he. was deemed qualified for going to the 
univerfity, where he was accordingly fent. After he had re- 
maingd here about three years, during which time ne had ap- 
plied himfelf to his purfuits with his former faccefs, he was 
taken away by a relation (for his father had died while he was 
at college) an officer in the Pruffian fervice, to Potfdam, anc was 
there prefented tothe late King. ‘* Some pertinent anfwers, 
fays he, to Frederick’s enlightened queftions, my remarkable 
growth, and my totally freeand undifconcerted manner, pleafed 
his. Majefty, and I immediately received the uniform of the 
Body-Guard, as Cadet, with affurances of my future fortune 
according to the manner in which I fhould condu& myfelf.” 

Scarcely had he been Cadet three weeks, before the monarch 
was fo well pleafed with his conduc that he promoted him to 
the rank of a Cornet, and, as a further mark of his approbation 
and favour, prefented him with a coftly equipage, Frederick 
_ athe time introduced him to his Literary Society ; in confe- 

peence of which he became acquainted, and formed a friend- 
fhip with Mavpertuis, and feveral other philofophical and {cien« 
tifick charaélers. 

«in the autumn of 1744, when a rupture took place between 
Av@sia and Pruiia, hc accompanied Frederick to Prague ; after 
rajfing the fiege of which, Trenk, in confequence of a duel, 
and abfence trom the parade at the appointed: time, was put 

under arreft, and remained fo till the. opening of the next came, 
p#ign in the {pring of 1745, when the Pruffian army marched 
-anto Silefia, and beat the imperial forces at Strigau ; an adlion 
in’ which ‘Trenk was wounded. In a fecond engagement at 

Sorow, the Pruffians were again vigorous. it was a few days 
atter this laft battle, that Trenk received a letter figned with 
the name of his Hungarian relation Francis Trenk, an officer 
in the Aoitrian fervice, In this letter he was invited to come 
over to the fide of ‘his relation, under promife -of being made 
heir to his Hungarian eftates. This letter Frederick Trenk, 
who declares it to have been forged, had no fooner read, than 
he fhowed it to his Commander, who, it feems, was a favourite 
of the King, and jealous of Trenk’s rifing. Be it as it may, 
‘Trenk was {uipetted of treaion, arreiwed and conveyed to the 
fort of Glatz, trom whence, after an imprifonment of many 
months, he contrived to make his efcape along with one of the 
gartiton cfiicers, named Scheil. In this attempt they were 
obliged to jump over the ramparts, in doing which, his come 
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panion diflocated his ancle-joint. Schell being thus difabled, 
he was obliged to put him on his back, and carry him and him- 
felf off as well as-hecould. [In this manner did:he pais a river, 
which was only partly frozen (for it was the month of Decem+ 
ber) and walk through fnow the greateft part of the night 
The‘next morning, however, they found means to get a couple 
of horfes, rode away, and reached che Bohemian boundaries, 
where they had no longer any thing to fear from the purfuers. + 

After they had remained here about three weeks in order to 
have the diflocated ancle cared, they fet off on foot, on the 18th 
of Janaary, 1747, from Brunau to Billitz, in Poland, provided 
with: paflports as common Proffian deferters, and with only a 
few fhillings in their pockets. It may be eafily imagined what 
hardthips and dangers they mutt have encountered in fuch a 
journey, undertaken atfuch a feafon, and ander fuch circum- 
ftances, 

On the 27th of February they arrived at the -houfe of his 
fifter, who was married to a Proffian officer. Here they pro- 
mifed themfelves thoiz comforts which are at all times,but more 
efpecially in fuch a fituation as their’s, naturally expected by one 
relation from another. But how great was their aftonifhment, 
their diftrefs, and indignation, when they were told that the 
hofband withheld his fifter from joining him, and threatened, 
if they did not immediately quit the houfe, tohave them arrefted. 
Thus, inflead of having a hofpitable reception in his brother’s 
honfe, they were obliged to pafs the night in a foreft, proceed= 
ing the next day, as the only remaining fource of hopes, on theif 
way to his mother, who Laving heard of his fituation, with true 
parental tendernefs, met him on the road about the middle of 
the following month, March, and after having furnifhed him 
with money and other neceffaries, took leave of him, recom- 
mending him to go to Vienna, as the beft place for ieeking his 
fortune. 

Following his mother’s advice, he went to Vienna; here 
having involved himfelf in fome difficulties‘on account of his res 
lation of Hungary, he thought it ;» udent to retire, and accord- 
ingly quitted this capital towards the end of the fammer, 1748, 
with the intention of going to Holland, and from tnence to tae 
Indies : But having tallen in witn fome Roffian troops in the 
way, that were commanded by one of his mother’s relations, 
he, on being offered a Captaincy, entered into the Raffian fer- 
vice, Some time after tnis his commander fent him with a 
party of invalids to Dantzick, from whence he was to tranf{port 
them to Riga, where he landed after having been expofed to a 
Violent ftorm, and from thence proceeded to Mojcow. The 

Vou. XI. 274. 2§ Rafian 
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‘Ruffian Court was held there at that time, and he had the.good 
fortune to. meet with every kind of friendfhip and, affftance 
from «he Britits and Imperial Envoys, Lord Hyndford and 
Count Bernes. Tlie Court afterwards removed to Peterfburgh, 
and ‘Tretk went aloug with the fame 5 for he had now, by the 
intereft of his~two‘jult-named patrons, gotten a pol under 
Count Beftucheff, ‘firft Minifter of the then reighing Emprefs 
Elifebeth. " , 

“While he feetned now to be in the dire& road td thakipg his 
forture, an accident happéned which thowed him that the King 
‘of Profia was refolved to 6ppofe his faccefs at Peterfburgh. 
"This cireumftanee, together. with the news of his relation, 
Francis‘ Trenk’s death, whereby he. became heir ‘to fome Hun- 
‘Parian eftates, made him leave Roffia and return to Vienna, 
In his way he paffed by Stockholm, Copenhagen, and Amfter- 
darn, and from thénce by the Hague ‘to Vienta, where he ar- 
-tived in’ 1750, after‘in abfence of about two years. 

No fooner was he here than he became engaged in a'law-fuit 
for the recovery ‘of the eftates bequéathed to him; of whith, 
showever, after:a long and expenfive procefs, he loft almoft all. 
‘To divert his‘ mind under this, difappointment he made a tour 
jntd Italy, vifiting Venice, Florence, and Rome. On hid re~ 
turn he received a commiffion in one of the regiments which was 

*parrifoned-in Hungary, whien he went fo join it. 

His mother’s death requiting him to“ go to Dantzick, he 
made another journey thither in 4754, having obtained for that 
purpofe fix months’ leave of abience. Here, after he had 
‘arranged his family affairs, he fell once again into the hands of 
the King of Pruffia’s power. | Having been feized upon in his 
bed, he was conveyed under a ftrong efcort to Berlin, and from 
thence to Magdeburgh. With the hiftory of his imprifonment 
at this fort begins the fecond volume. 

At Magdebergh he remained dungeoned and fettered with 
heavy chains nearly.10 years, during which’ period he ex- 
perienced all the miferic+ attendant on confinement, fach as 
bodily and mental diftraction, hunger, and difeafe, in the bit- 
tereft degree. On occafions, however, by force of money he 
procured himfelf fome means of comtort, fuch as better nourith- 
ment (for hit prefcribed diet confifted only of bread and water), 
light, fire, paper, and books. With thefe laft he diverted his 
mind from too much reflection on the horrors of his fituation, 
He even compofed a colleétion of poems, fuch as fables, tales, 
and fatires, of which many had a reference to his own {offers 
ings, or to thofe concerned in them. It is remarkable, that he 
wrote them not with ink, but wich his own blood, Another 
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occppation, not very different from this, ferved to pafs away 
his tini@ and atiiufe his fancy’: This was etchihy or engraving, 
Which, "though exetuted with a miferable inftrament, and upow 
tin, was yet, by his‘breat applitation; brought to a confiderable 
perfections e prints from thee were gentrally allegotical, 
and ferved, as‘he thinks, as’a help to tis detiverance: ‘°° ~ * 
” Admidft ‘all thefe eideavours 'to’cdnfole himelf during the 
contjnuanéé of his imptifonment, he dit not teavé untried 
othérs'to’ put a ftop to its continuattce, by procuring ‘hid efeape. 
and Here it is truly woncerfol what artifices he devifed, what‘lat 
bours he endéred, for ‘the attaifimient’of this'énds It is hakety 
conceivable, hw a ‘perfori loaded’as he was with fo many irons, 
could'find meatis to loofen thetn'from him.” Noronly, however, 
dig Hie'effeCtuite this’ (having been’ furnithed with a fite) but‘he 
afterwards tndeértook, and nearly completéd, thé andérminln’z 
of his gadl ; ahd was twice oh’the point of gettidg 6ut'by this 
method, had’ he not bees dverheard the firft time’ by the centinél 
without, wader whofe feec he was working sand had he ‘nut 
the lalf time confeffed his projet himfelf, inthe hépés’ df work 
ing thereby on the King’s penetofity, and fo obritilng ah ho~ 
nourable enlargement. In this, however, he was difappointed ; 
and it was not tilla confiderable time after the tonetufton or tie 
feve war between Aujtria and Pruflia, that the Queen of 
the Great Frederick, whom fhe tained ‘one any See 
able good humour, hinted to the Imperial Envoy, titat it was 
the proper moment for {peaking ia Trenk’s bchalf, Tis was 
immediately done, and the monarch protounceP his Yes,” ° 





Dr. Fabnfon’s Opinions concerning Stonehenge, from his 
f Yuarve 44 rs ; 


Letiérs juff publifoel® 
To Mr. THRALE, 
London, Odober 9, 1783. 


‘WO nights ago Mr. Burke fat with me a long time 5 he 

I fecms much pleafed with his journey. We had both feen 
Stonehenge this fummer for the firft time. | tdld hin'tharthe 
view had ¢nabled me to confute two opinions which ‘had’ been 
advanced. abous it} One, that the mattriats are not natural 
ftones, byt an. artificial compofition hardened’ by time. This 
notion is as old as Cambdeh’s time ; acd has this ftrong arga~ 
ment to fupport jt, that flone of that fpecies is’ nowhere to be 
found. This other opinion 7 Yo by Dr. Charlton id, thatic 
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was erected by the Danes.—Mr. Bowles made me obferve, that 
the tranverfe flones were fixed on the perpendicular fup- 
porters, by a knob formed on the top of an upright flone, 
which entered into a hollow cut in the crofiing ftone. . This is 
a proof that-the enormous edifice was raifed by a peofile who had 
not yet the knowledge of mortar ; which cannot be fuppofed of 
the Danes who came hither in fhips, and were not ignorant 
certainly of the arts of life .This proves likewife the flones 
not to be faétitious ; for they thatcould mould fuch durable 
mafles could do much more than make mortar, and could have 
continued the tran{verfe from the upright part with the fame 
pafte, You have doubilefs feen Stonehenge, and if you have 
not, I fhould think it a hard tafk to make an adequate de- 
{cription. It is, in my opinion, to be referred to the ear lief 
habitation of the ifland, as. a druidical monument of at leaf 
2000 years; probably the moft ancient work of man upon the 
ifland.—Salifbury cathedral, and its neighbour Stonehenge, 
are two eminent monuments of art and rudenefs, and may thew 
the firlt eflay, and the laft perfeQtion in architecture. 





——e 


“Yotbe PRINTER 6f the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, * 
SIR, 
Tt following pathetica] and beautiful letter was written 


by Captain Lee, who was executed at Tyburn, inthe 
mopth_of Marsch, 1784, for forging a bill of exchange, for 
151. on the Ordnance Office. This unhappy fufferer was born 
and educated agentleman. When very young heentered into 
the army as an evfign, and by his merit and addrefe obtained 
the rank of captain. He attached himfelf to Mifs J » the 
aGirefs, which led him into expence, and obliged him to fell his 
commiffion, and turn actor, While they made a part of the 
Edinburgh company, and were playing at Aberdeen, they were 
encouraged to open an atademy for teaching the Englith lap- 
guage. Mrs. Lee was much patronized, and had the daughters 
of the ptincipal families in the town and reighbourhood under 
her tuitions _ Captain Lee was too fcnd of gambljog and diffi- 
pation long to preferve his chara¢ter in a place, where, though 
lefs rigid, perhaps, than any other town in Scotland, they pay a 
firi@ regard tothe morals of thofe who are entrafted with pab- 
Jic duties; and, on the death of Mrs. Lee, he was again fuf- 
fered, without regret, to leave the town, . He endeavoured to 
renew his acquaintance with the ftage, byt could never arrive at 
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any degree of excellence in that. prdfeffion. He played at 
Portfmouth, and amongtt'the ftrollers, 

* A few days previous to the commiffion -of the crime for 
which he fuffered he arrived in London, without a farthing, and 
literally flarving ; and, too ptoud to beg, he went to the ta- 
vérn where he had often fpent large fams, and having dined, 
he borrowed from the proprietor a guinea and an half, ‘tor 
which he gave the fatal bili asa fecurity. 


SALT 





Letter written by the late unfortunate: Mr. Lee, the Night pre- 
vious:to. bis Execution, addreffed to a Friend, 


«¢ BEFORE this reaches you, the head that dictates, and the 
hand that traces thefe lines, fhall be no more. Earchly cares 
thall all be fwallowed up, and the death of an unthinking man 
fhall have atoned for the trefpafs he has committed agaiaft the 
laws of his country. But, ere the curtain be for ever dropped, 
or remembrance leave this tortured breaft, let me take this laft 
and folemn leave of one with whom I have paffed fo many focial 
and inftruétive hours, whofe converfation I fondly caltivated, 
and whofe friendfhip for me I hope will remain, ‘even after the 
clay-cold hand of death has clofed my eyes in everlafting 
darknefs. " 

** Tcannot think you will view this Jetter with ftoic coolnefs, 
or with liftlefs indifference. Abforbed as the generality of 
men afe, in the purfuits of pleafure, or the avocations of bufi- 
nefs, there are times when the mind looks inward upon itfelf— 
when a review of paft follies induces us to future amendment, 
and when a con{cioufoels of having acted wrong leads us to re= 
folutions of doing right. Ina one of thofe fortunate moments 
may you receive thefe laft admonitions! Shan bet the rock on 
‘which I have ftruck, and you will be fure to avoid the thip-~ 
wreck which I have fuffered. 

“* Initiated in the army at an early period of life, I foonan- 
ticipated, not only the follies, bat even the vices of my com- 
panions. Before, however, I could thare with uadiftarbed re- 
pofe in the wickednel(s of others, it was neceffary to remove from 
myfelf what the infidel cerms the prejudices of a Coriitian edue 
cation. In this 1 unfortunately fucceeded ; and conceiving, 
from my tendereil years, a tafte for reading, my fentimenis 
were corifirmed, not by the flimfy effufions of empty libertines, 
but by the fpecious fophiftry of modera philofophers, Itmuit be 
owned, that at firit 1 was rather pleafed witn the elegauce of 
their language than. the. torceof their rafoning ; as, however, 
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we ase.apt to believe what we eagerly wilh to be truc, in a thort 
tume I betame a profefied deift,, 7 
. ** My fayourice anthor was the, late celebrated Dayid, Hume. 
T epnftantly. urged bis emolery  bePavions.t0 private, a3.a fheong 
argument in.favogr of, his asinEs, forgetting thas his literary, 


life, was oniformly employed.in diftafing. his pernicigus tenets, 


aad his etmot endeayours were aft tly.exerted in, extendi 
the baneful a ey of - his. phile aphien! pracy Hay 
for me had I always been a€tuated by the confiderations whic 
fill my bofom at- thie-moment, and:which I hope will animate 
me ip that awful part to morrow’s {un fhall fee me perform, 
Bat the die is caft, and Ileave to the world this mourtiful me- 
mento, that however much a man may be favoured»by perfonal 
qealifications, or, ditjoguilned by mental endowments, genius 
will, be. ufelefs, and abilities avail but little, uniefs accompanied 
by a fenfe of religion, and attended by the prattice of virtue, 
Deflitute of thefe, he will only be mounted on the wings of 
folly, that he may fall with the greater fogce into the dark abyfe 
et endlefs defpair., : : 

** On my-retusning to 9 belief of. the truth of Chriftianity, 
I baye,been very mach affifted by the pious exhortations of thé 
Ordinary, 43 well as by the bogk he has put into, my hands ; 
andl feel a comtost, which § am unable to exprefs, by this his 
charitable and benevolent atygntion to me. f elievé there is 
nO pasion more prevalent in the baman breaft, than the with 
that eur memory should be held in remembrance.—lI fhudder at 
the thought, left my, name fhould be branded with infamy, when 
1 lie mouldering in the duit, as I know well that the tongue of 
malice is ever loud again the failings of the unfortunate. 
When, however, my character is igfulted, aod my poor repu-~ 
tation attacked, catenuate, I befeegh you, the enormity of my 
crime, by relating the berdthips of my fuferings, Tell to the 
giddy, and the affluent, that, itrangess to the Evcrity uf want, 
they know not the pain of withftanding the almof irrefiflible 
calls of nature, The poor will, | trulf, commiferate my mil- 
fortunes, and fhed a fympathetic tear at the moysnful tale of my 
milgrable fate. I fay no mosc—Heaven have mercy on us all | 
-~Adicu for ever! 

* JOHN LEE.” 





a7 eee tietemaeee 


A Singular Methad of detecting a Fargery. 


HE late Mr, Ford, a gentleman well acquainted with the 
law, and she mades of difgoyering and degecting intemmays 
villains, 
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villains, was “fent for by a@ fortign thinifter, ‘to trate a Fiflaia 
‘who had forged his naine, ‘ahd denn large ‘fums ‘out’ of tite 
“hands of hjs banker. “Mr. Ford, obierViag that the forged’ nots 
“were alf {pelt according’ to auti¢llarbrtogtiphy, inftantly con- 
ceived that the forpety was comtittéd by a’foreigner, and fodm 
after ftrongly fulpected the mibifte*s ‘Own fecretaty (then pre. 
Fent) to be the forger ; with that'manhdéweéver he ‘was left By 
the minifter, to” confider ‘what were the "not ‘prudent “Aéps' to 
be taken to make a difcovery ; after alittle ¢onvérfition'be- 
tween them, Mr. Ford propofed inferting . advertifements im ald 
the public papers, offering therein a reward to the difcoverer, 
to Which the fetretary very readily agreed ; “but Mr. Ford, ‘un- 
derthe pretence of having left his {peCtacles -at home, defired 
“che fecretary'to write, and that Re would . di@ate ;‘and fo ‘con. 
trived it, that he introduced into the alvertifemént €¥ery word, 
which-in the forged drafts had been {pelt according to aurica- 
lar orthography, and as every word tallied to a tittle, Mr. Ford 
retired, fatisfied in his own mind that he had difcovered the 
man ; the advertifeménts’ were however prifited in the pablic 
papers, and about a fortnight afterwards, Mr, Ford waited apen 
‘the miniffer,but found odly the fecretary at home. After muteal 
-civilities, Mr: Ford placed himfelf near, and-almok vis-2-wi¥to 
, the fecretdry, who afked him whether he had difcovered the 
_fopget 2, My. Ford, looking the fecretary ftedfaftly in the face, 
_Feplied, ** I have ;’’ he thea perceived ‘uch:a fadden chahge of 
. Countenance, that as foon as the fecretary had {9 far recovered 
his alarm, as to afk him, who is the’ man? Mr. Ford clapping 
chis hand violently apon the knee’ of the fecretary, faid, * You, 
Sir, are the man !”” Confcious puilt ftruck him to the foul; and 
the. window being near and open, he initantly jumped out, and 
impaled himfelt upon the iron rails before the door ! 


et pate _ . 
“ft - fo ete be peer se i> is ‘ 





Anvedites of Litutenant General Tryon 


ull] JEUTENANT «GENERAL -TRYON,,. was-colonel of 
the~ egth regiment of ‘foot, late'governomof the province 

of New York;‘and commander ia chiet of his: Majefty’s forces 

‘there. ‘ His remains were depofited in the family vanult‘at 
"Twickenham. ‘The inrportance:of: fis »charaéter in: the aunals 
~of this” country ‘preciades ‘the necefilty ‘of expatiating om the 


‘eminent fervices that? diftimguifhed' “his life. Tlluttrious 2s a 


legiflator, he fuppreffed the rifing feeds of ‘revolt “in North 

Carolina, during the cime of ‘his adminifration in that province. 

Calmed to peace under his mild and beneficent fway, the people 
relinguifhed 
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relinguifhed every ambition but that of looking up with. filial 
attachment to their friend and proteftor, whofe jurifpradence 
breathed as much of paternal tendérnefs, as of legiflative av- 
thority. Called tq rhe government of New York, a wider 
field of a€tion opened to this a¢complifhed ftatefman, whofe fu- 
perior powers of wifdom and philanthropy were unceafingly 
exerted for the real welfare of the colonifts, The name of 
Tryon will be revered acrofs the Atlanti¢ while virtue and fen- 
fibility remain. 





The Hiftory of Knowledge, Learning, and Tafte, in Great 
Britain, during the Reign of King Henry the Seventh, 
Jrom the year 1485 to 1509. 


{From the New Annual Regifter, Vol. VII. for 1787.] 
” ( Continued from page 300, and concluded. J 


ROM the works which were printed, during this fhort 
F period, fome information may be derived concerning the 
eneral State of Knowledge and Literature in England. This 
information, however, will redound very little to the glory of 
the prefent reign. The books that were publithed were almoft 
folely of the faine kind with thofe which had been the favourites 
of the. people for nearly a century paft. Thefe were princi- 
ally devotional traéts, poetry, and the old tales and romances. 
t now became an object of importance to print the ftatutes of 
the kingdom ; and hence fach an acquaintance with the laws 
was introduced, as tended to foften the minds of men, and to 
mg ~~ peace and order, ‘Though ancient learning had 
egun to be ardently fludied by a few perfons, thefe gentlemen 
were obliged to have recourfe to foreign parts, for copies of the 
Greek and Roman authors. The firit Latin Claffic that is 
known to have been printed in England, folely in that language, 
was Terence, by Richard Pinion, in 1497. ‘Terence was 
printed a fecond time, by Wynken de Worae, in 1504; and it 
is remarkable that he was the only claffical writer that was pub- 
lithed in Henry the Seventh’s time; and, indeed, the only 
claffical writer that had hitherto come from an Englith prefs, if 
we except Caxton’s edition of Bocthius, which, nowever, was 
accompanied with Chaucer’s tranflation. ‘There is little to be 
faid with regard to the literature of the printers of this period, 
though fome of them were men of education, Wynken de 
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Worde has been reprefented as a man-of great literary accom- 
plifhments ; but this appears to bave been advanced without 
{efficient foundation. John Raitall, before-mentioned, who was 
educated at Oxford, and is defcribed as having been eminently 
{killed in mathematics, cofmography, hiftory, our municipal 
jaw, and theology, did not commence printer till the next 
reign. 
The fhort term of years which oecupies our prefent attention, 
was not defective in refpect to patrons of learning. Even the 
king himfelf was not wholly without a title to this character, 
though he did not fhine in it with any eminent degree of luftre, 
He was the protector of Hawes the poet, and made him groom 


- of the privy-chamber. Nay, his majefty is recorded as poflefs- 


ing fome tincture of literature in his own perfon, and is {aid to 
liave confuted a Lollard, in a public difputation at Canterbary. 
The poor Wickliffite would have few to fupport him in a debate 
with a royal antagonift. 

A much higher degree of praife is due to Margaret countefs 
of Richmond and Derby, Henry the Seventh’s mother. This 
illuftriogs lady muft be mentioned as an author as well as a 

atronefs of letters ; and in point of time fhe fucceeds Juliana 
nets, being the third female writer that England hath pro- 
duced. By the courfe of her education, the was tolerably 
qualified for a ftadious mode of life. She attained a perfect 
acquaintance with the French language, and had fome {kill in 
the Latin; bet lamented that the had not rendered herfelf a 
complete miftrefs of it in her youth. A fine library was cole 
lef&ted by her, not for the purpofe of ornament, or the gratifi- 
cation of vanity and offentation, but for ufe. She withed to 
enrich her mind with valuable knowledge s and her library 
contained the beft Latin, French, and Englith books of which 
fhe could at that time acquire the poffeflion. Her works were of 
the devotional kind, and for the moft part tranflations. One of 
her performances was the fourth book of Dr. John Gerfon’s 
Treatife on the Imitation of Chritt, tranflated from the French, 
Another of her productions was entuled, The Mirroure of 
Golde for the finful Soule. It had been originally written ia 
Latin, onder the title of Speculum auream Peccatorum 3 but it 
was from the French that che countels of Richmond made her 
tranflation. She, likewile, drew up, at the detire of che King 
her fon, and by his authority, orders with regard to the pres 
cedence of great and noble ladies, at public procéifions, aad 
efpecially at tanerals. 

But it is not on her character as a writer that the Counte(s’; 
real reputation with pofterity is grounded, ‘This mult be fought 

Vou. XI, 274. 2T for 
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fer in hermunificent infitutions for the encouragement of piety 
end learning. She appointed and endowed two public lectures 
in divinity, one at Oxford and the other at Cambridge. At 
the Iaft univerfity fhe made provifion for a preacher, 'to de- 
liver at jéaft fix fermons’ every year, im feverat churches belong- 
ing tothe’ diccéfes of London, Ely, and Lincoln, ; ahd. the 
feunded a grammer {chool at Winborne in Dorfetthire. Thefe 
were“only’ the beginning of Lady Margaret’s benefaétions. In 
1506, fhe completed the foundation ‘of Chrift’s college, Cam- 
bridge, and provided fo plentifully for it, out of herown lands 
and poffeffions, ‘that her revenues alone afford a maintenance 
for a mafler, 12 fellows, and 47 fcholats. A judgement may 
be formed of the* focceeding ufefulnefs and reputation of this 
inflitution, when it is obferved that, among the other learaed 
ornaments of it, the names may be reckdned of John Leland, 
Hugh Broaghton, William Ames, Jofeph Mede, Ralph Cud- 
worth, Henry Moore, Thomas Burnet, William Outram, John 
Lightfoct, John Milton, John Howe, and Nicholas Sanderfon, 
' "the 'Countefs of Richmond, having difplayed fo much bounty 
at Cambridge, was difpoted to exterid her beneficence to diftant 
places and-to other objeéts. Bat, through the inflaence of Jobn 
Fither, bithop of Rochefter, who had been her confeffor and 
chaplain, fhe was prevailed upon to carry ftill farther her 
patronage to ker favourite univerfity, Accordingly, the became 
the foundrefs ‘of St. John’s college ;‘ but died before’ the de- 
figw was completed.’ Her executors, however, were zealous 
and {peedy in fulfilling the purpofes of her will. ‘This college 
has fince had fuch various endowments; and rifen to fuch ex- 
tent, as, we-believe, to exceed all others in the number of its 
refidents. Befides a mater, it hay'sg fellows, and 100 fcholars; 
and the ftudents upon their own toundation are uncommonly 
numerous. We omit many refpectable names and characters, 
when we take notice that St. John’s - college can boatt of Roger 
Afcham, John Redman, Thomas Cartwright, John Cheke, 
Thomas Wyat, William Cecil, William Whitacre, Joho Boys, 
John Overall, Bens Jonfon, Henry Briggs, ‘thomas Gatacre, 
Kenclm Digby, Lucius Cary, John Williams, William Cave, 
Edward Stillingfleet, John Smith, Thomas Otway, William 
Beveridge, Matthew Prior, Richard Bentiey, Thomas Baker, 
Samuel Croxal, John Taylor, and John Powell. 

Thefe two colleges were not the only ones which were founded 
in Cambridge during this period, Jeius coliege was erected and 
endowed, iome years betore the others, by John Alcock, bilhop 
of Ely; and it can seckon among us literary ornaments, 
Thomas 
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Thoinaé Cratimer, John Bale, Richard Bancroft, John Duport, 
Chriftopher Hatton, Richard Fenfhaw, John. North, John 
Worthington, John Pearfon, Elijah Fenton, and John Flam- 
ftead, 

Oxford will reaffume her glory, in refpe& to collegiate in- 
Niitutions, when we thall come to Wolfey’s noble foundation, in 
the next reign. 

Among the encouragers of literature, archbifhop Warham, 
though he did not form any large and permanent eftablifhment, 
muft not be forgotten. He enriched the library of New col 
lege, Oxford, with a number of curious Greek books, which 
were purchafed by him of fuch perfons as had obtained the 
poffefion of them after the taking of Conftantinople, But the 
principal circumftance which entitles him to be remembered in 
this place, is, that he was the zealous friend, and the generous 
patron of the great Erafmus, 

At atime when the nobility in general were involved in grofs 
ignorance, Algernon Percy, the fifth earl of Northumberland, 
dittinguifhed himfelf, by being the protector of fuch genius as 
the age produced. Skelton was encouraged by him to write an 
elegy on the death of his father; but what particularly marked 
the earl’s literary tafte, and in an efpecial manner his love for 
poetry, was a very fplendid manufcript, tranfcribed for his ule, 
containing a large colleclion of Englith poems, finely engroffed 
in vellum, and fuperbly illuminated. ‘T’hat he cultivated the 
arts of external elegance, is manifeit from the flately fepulchral 
monuments which were eretted by him, in the collegiate church 
of Beverley in Yorkthire, to the memory of his father and 
mother. Thefe monuments are executed in the richeft ftyle of 
the florid Gothic architeétare, and exhibit ftriking proofs of 
his lordthip’s tafte and magnificence. In the next reign he 
founded a ftipend for a grammatical and philofophical proteffor 
at Alnwick, From the earl’s houthold book it appears, that 
both he and his lady had diftin€ libraries ; and in the fame 
book it is appointed, that one of his chaplains fhould be a maker 
of interludes, 

We fhall conclude the prefent article with the mention of a 
nobleman, who was of the Scottith nation. This was Henry, 
earl of Sinclair, the friend and patroa of Gawin Douglas, Ic 
was at the earl’s requeft that Douglas undertook his traaflation 
ot Virgil’s Eneid ; and certainly, that mind mutt have been 
cultivated far above the common {pirit of the age, which could 
form the conception, and urge the execution, of fonoble a 


defign, 
it i Anfuer, 





332 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


Anfwer, by F. Hermon, of Bridgewater, to F. Mackey’; 
Queflion, inferted December 10. 
THs Queftion requires an impoffibility as it is now 
ftated ; but I prefume the propofer meant in the 
fecond line greater xumber inkead of defer. Then for a 
folution, put a= the greater number, and ¢ = the leffer, 

















rj ate=—i4 x 
2 | ae+aa=i ro ¢ Per queftion, 
ima 3 c=—14—a 
2—a* |} 4) ¢=119—2a 
3+ 4 5 14—a=119—28 
a 
5xa | 6] I14a—aa—119—aa 
ine. | 7 | Igax119 
7-14 | 8 | amri9g+14=—8.5 pWhich numbers anfwer 
Confeqg. ¢ = 536 the conditions of the 
By the 3d. ftep. queftion. 


*§* We have received the like anfwer from R. Dor- 
chefter, and W. Goodden of Somerton. 





Anfwer, by F. Bafkerville, to Amicus’s Rebus, inferted O&. 29. 
OUR lay, dear Sir, I often did read o’er, 
With hope each time the hidden theme t’explore ; 
When, with th’ affiftance fam’d by bards of old, 
Progreflively th’ initials did unfold 5 
Which I cemented, and from thence prefume 
Th’ hiftoric Briton furely mut be HUME. 
*.* We have received the like anfwer from R. G. Jemmett. 





Axfwer, by Re G. Femmett, to F. Bafkerville’s Charade, inferted 
January 21. 


IRTUE is the fource of blifs, 
SOLACE in it you will find ; 
Then think, my charming fair, on this, 
And on virtue fix your mind. 
§{§ We have received the like anfwer from Delia and Stre- 


hon, and J, Quant, of Hinton St. George. 
ait 4 REBUS, 
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4 REBUS, by Amicus of Shaftefoury. 


EE luxuriant vales extending, 

Rob’d in tints of varying green ; 
‘ow’ring trees from woods afcending, 
Darker hues embrown the fcene. 


Here the river foftly flowing, 
Glides along its pebbly bound, 
Varioas benefits beftowing 
To the circling vills around. 


Where afcend the range of mountains 
Stands a bermit’s calm retreat s 

Near the mofs-clad cooling fountains, 
Solitude’s untrodden ‘feat. 


Round the grot the tendrils curling, 
Flowers their balmy fweets beltow ; 
Where echoing foft afcends the purling 

Of the winding rill below. 


Such a rural {cite poffeffing, 
With experienc’d ample Lore, 
Calmly he enjoys each bleffing 
Iffuing from contentment’s ftore. 


Reclofe from fcenes of ciflipation, 
Folly’s wild tumaltuous joys, 


Free from that detefted pafion, 


Which the mind's bieft peace annoys, 


Of thefe th’ initials now producing, 
You'll defcry a hero’s mame ; 
And emulation you inducing, 
Lyric ftrains fhall tell his tame, 
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eee ee See ee Pe Pee Ee SES HEY 


Several pieces of poetry sately receiwed are much too inaccurate 
Sor infertion. 
Our corre/pondents who Jind us queftions, anagrams, charades, 
rebuffes, enigmas, Se. are defired to pay the poftage of their let- 
ters ; and thofe who do not, mufi not expect to fee what they fend 


iaferted. 


POETRY, 
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On th DEATH o& WILLIAM CUMING, M.D. 


Vir dile&e Deo, vir civibus addite Caki ; 

Dum pictas, dum prifca fides, refiabit in orbe ; 
Nulla decus, nomenque tuum, ventura filebunt 
Sacula; femper bonos Cumingi et fama vigebunt, 


EE CUMING yield at Heav’n’s appointing will 
S His finith’d life, and natare’s claim fulfil ; 

With refignation bow his hoary head, 

And add another, to th’ illuftrious dead. 

Forbear, juft foul, made perfect now above, 

To chide the frailty of mifguided love ; 

Spare me, bleft thade, that o’er thy honour’d bier, 

I pay the mournful tribute of a tear: 

Ah! tell me not that fruitlefs I complain, 

** T weep the more, becaufe I weep in vain.” 

*T was mine to fee your laft departing ray, 
‘The peaceful fanfet of your blamelefs day ; 

Mine be the blame, with fuch inftruction fraught, 
If I forget the leffon you have taught. 

Farewell, dear friead | Thefe rude uncultur’d lays 
Scarce add a wreath of cyprefs to thy bays ; 

Yet thould your hallow’d thrine the pledge receive, 
This verfe thall borrow fame it cannot give. 
Enjoin’d by duty, thirty years I’ve been 

A painful witnefs of life’s clofing {cene : 

In fome, who fell by wounds, in youthful pride ; 
In more, who ling’ring in difeafes died : 

In moft I faw th’ approach of death impart 

«* An anxious horror to the braveft heart :” 

In Cuming, joy attends his lateft breath ; 

Serenely placid in the hour of death. 
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Say whence this calm compofare of the breaft, 
This firm unfhaken fortitude confefs’d, 
Which can the tyrant’s dart thus greatly brave, 
Nor fhrinks with horror from the yawning grave ? 
A life well fpent the confolation gives, 

He dies, but “* knows that his Redeemer lives 


J. CRANE, M.D. Dorchefer. 


yo? 





Lines on the Wreck of the Halfewell Eaft-Indiaman, and 
the Lofs of Captain Pierce, his Daughters, Nieces, and 
Some other young Ladies on Board. 


Written in the Year 1786. _ 
Sunt lacryma rerum, et mentem mortalia tanguat. 


T the fad tidings of domeftic woe, 
If e’er foft pity taught the tear to flow ; 
At merit’s grave if e’er with drooping eye, 
She ftood forlorn, and heav’d the heart-felt figh ; 
That tender figh, that fympathizing tear 
She fure muft pay at Pierce’s wat’ry bier. 

For lo! when tempeft rous’d the angry main, 
Vain friendfhip’s aid, parental fondnefs vain, 
Vain each endearing, anxious wifh to fave 
Youth, worth, and beauty fron: a briny grave. 

Their helplefs lot the mufe to mourn, awhile 
Quits pleafure’s fcenc, and fhuns her airy fmile, 
With placid ftep no longer fondly roves, 
Thro’ flowery meadows, or thro’ tuneful groves, 
Nor raptur’d liftens to the love-fraught tale, 
Told in the windings of the fragrant vale ; 
But feeks the craggy thelvings of the deep, 
Where Pierce’s fate remem 5rance bids her weep, 
Anxious affection’s rencing plaints to thare, 
And make diftrefs the object of her care. 

But vain her hope to check the rifiog tear, 
Or whifper comfort to a mother’s ear, 
Whilft deepeft grief diftracts her thoughtful mind, 
Life’s deareft ties fo foon diffolv’d to find, 
To find that fate in one dread moment gave 
Friends, hufband, daughters, to a wat’ry grave, 

What 
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What.foubunmov’d this piteous tale:can hear, 
When female foftnefs filled with trembling fear, 
*Midft the loud tempeft’s unrelenting roar, 
Pour’d gentleft withes for fome friendly thore : 
Behold! the father manly, tho” in grief, 

Buoy them: with hopes, and lend each kind. relief, 
Stifle each figh, and hide the trickling tear, 

To foothe their plaints, and foften ev’ry fear, 
Then fondly clafp his offspring to his breatt, 

His life refign, and nobly fink to reft. 

Ye haplefs vi€tims of relentle(s fate, 

At your fad fhrines the mournful mufe fhall wait, 
To ftrew your tombs fhall cull the choiceft flowers, 
That bloom unrofiled in. calm fafety’s bowers ; 

To diftant times in plaintive ftrains fhall tell, 
How lov’d ye.liv’d, aad how lamented fell. 

Ye fair, who walk in ftill retirement’s fhade, 
Where no rade ftorms your peaceful fleps invade, 
‘To damp your joys where no affliction {prings, 

+ But health and pleafure fpread their downy wings. 
Where youth and friendfhip join their kindred power, 
To (catter.blifs, and gild each gliding hour, 
‘Thefe thrines approach, for they will wifely thew, 
How frail each tie, each friendthip here below ; 
How foon misfortune darkens life’s gay {cene, 
And clouds our evening when our morn’s ferene, 


WILLIAM FERNYHOUGH, A.B. 


Stoke-upon-Trent, near Newgaftle-under-Lyne, 
Staffordfhire, March 25, 1788. 
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THE MORNING PRAYER, 


Thou Supreme, who doft all {pace pervade, 
Who with one glance beholdeft all thou’ ft made, 

My tteps direct through life’s rough thorny maze, 
Be thou my guide, both this and all my days ; 
From fad misfortunes keep me, and all ill ; 
Forgive my wanderings, be propitious {till ; 
Keep me from pride, impre{s me with thy fear ; 
Mott hambly may | fill my proper {phere ; 
To friendfhip true, moft fauthtul to my tratt, 
And in my dealings oj@ftinately jait : 
I afk 1.0 more=—thou Know’ ft a:y every want, 
Avert in pity, and in mercy grant! 








